WV~

”

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK

CONSERVANCY

_Piikani Lands Crew in Glacier

SPRING 2020

“We have the chance to-work on our ancestral
lands. It has taught me to engage native youth
and' young adults in._meaningful conservation
projects on native lands. In-our traditions and
beliefs, we.regard-nature with deep.respect and
we have a strong sense of place and belonging.”

- Rosy Chavez

CORPS MEMBER OF THE YEAR

Rosalinda “Rosy” Chavez's experience on the Piikani Lands Crew prepared her
for her first season on trail crew in Glacier National Park.

Shortly after a life-threatening car accident, Rosy was motivated to try
something new and make every second count. Without knowing anything
about the Montana Conservation Corps (MCC), Rosy was determined to
tackle a new challenge outdoors. “I did not let this accident define me or
make me afraid. I started stepping outside my comfort zone and taking
risks. A life-changing experience turned into a beautiful thing and opened

many doors. I continue to take on many challenges,” said Rosy.

The Piikani Lands Crew provides opportunities for Blackfeet to serve
their community and build meaningful bonds with each other. During
her term of service, Rosy spent 10 days on the Continental Divide

Trail maintaining trails, hiking, carrying tools up to 12 miles a day, and

camping outside. Her crew also built beaver mimicry dams to increase
surface and groundwater to help the Blackfeet Nation adapt to climate
change. Reflecting on the summer, Rosy said, “I took in a lot of fresh air,
and saw beautiful scenery everywhere we went. [ had a lot of moments

to really appreciate the fact that this is only 12 miles away from home.”

After being named 2020 Corps Member of the year, Rosy said, “I plan
to use this to encourage everyone else in my community to have this
excitement that I feel. MCC started my road to a successful life of service
doing things to better our ancestral lands.” Rosy’s motivation landed
her the opportunity to work on trail crew in Glacier National Park, and

we look forward to seeing what she accomplishes in the future.




MOUNTAIN GOATS ON THE MOVE

A 3-year study began in 2018 to better understand the precise behavioral
patterns of Glacier’s goats.

Changing Environment

Right now, park scientists are tracking and monitoring 10 mountain
goats in Glacier as part of a multi-year study on overall goat
populations in the park. The ultimate goal of this project is to provide
park managers with the ability to make better predictions about how
a changing climate will affect goats in Glacier. The research will also

apply to mountain goats in other alpine environments.

Habituation to humans is also a concern for mountain goats in Glacier,
especially at Logan Pass. Previous scientific observations discovered
that goats tend to abandon their migrations to natural salt licks in favor
of human salt. This salt occurs in human urination on sides of trails,

sweat from handrails, and even antifreeze that leaks from vehicles.

2018 and Beyond
The park began the current 3-year study in 2018. To date, park staff

have safely outfitted GPS radio collars on 12 goats at Logan Pass,
Lake Ellen Wilson, Sperry Chalet, and Goat Lick in Glacier. Thanks

to this research, park staff are documenting goats’ unique and — until

now — unknown movement patterns. Throughout the study, two
collared goats have died due to unknown natural causes. This is not
uncommon, and the deaths were not related to the goats’ capture and
handling during the study. The remaining 10 goats are still currently
collared. After three years, the radio collars will be programmed to fall

off so park staff can retrieve them.

Results from the study are already helping the park and the state
of Montana manage goat populations in a more effective and
collaborative manner. The more the park understands about what
and when areas are important to mountain goats, the better informed

their management decisions can be.

Year 3 Continues This Summer

Park staff will continue fieldwork this spring and summer during the
final year of the study. The park plans to collar up to 20 goats total,
while expanding to new areas of the park. Once the study is complete,
the park plans to develop an innovative distance learning presentation

catered to students of all ages.

“We have continued to document large
movements of goats from areas of refuge,
like cliffs, to.areas of apparent mineral
lick: locations. The  most interesting was
the 14.7 mile-movement of two collared
goats from Goat Lick to the top of Great
Northern Mountain this past summer.”

— Mark Biel, Natural Resources Program
Manager, Glacier National Park



WHY | GIVE

Dean Robbins’ passion for protecting Glacier began over 30 years ago.

Some of my earliest memories of Glacier National Park are from a
family vacation in the summer of 1962. We spent several days tent
camping in the park. The flower display at Logan Pass was impressive,
and the huckleberries around Lunch Creek were delicious.

My parents spent summers in the Flathead Valley for more than 20
years beginning in 1984. During those summers, I enjoyed numerous
visits to the park with my parents. Each visit was distinctive and full
of overwhelming rewards. We experienced a myriad of moods and
sensations in Glacier, from the reverie invoked by the glorious vistas
to the breathtaking observations of wildlife. Fortunately, I have been
able to continue my parents’ love for the park. I relish my frequent

visits during all four seasons of the year.

Most visitors feel the inspirational embrace of Glacier National Park.
That embrace magically unifies visitors of different backgrounds
with a common, shared experience of being enveloped by the park’s
wonders. | encourage visitors to carry this unique inspiration with

them into their lives back home.

With the park’s increased popularity, [ have felt a need to maintain
the vibrancy of the sources for that inspiration. Recently, through the
Glacier National Park Conservancy, | was able to contribute to a park
project for the preservation of natural vegetation at the intensely used
picnic area near Grinnell Glacier. This project is one of many ongoing
efforts by Glacier National Park to support firsthand access to Glacier,
while preserving its distinctive botany and wildlife.

DW



YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK

Thank you for helping protect Glacier!

In 2019, your support made possible
76 critical park projects totalling

$2.7 MILLION

106

Native America Speaks cultural programs held
across the park and Blackfeet Reservation

7.000

Visitors experienced the night
sky through the Half the Park
Happens After Dark Program

4,637

Visitors transported during the
spring hiker biker season

New bottle filling stations installed
in Two Medicine and Many Glacier

12,000

Junior Ranger
badges awarded

Previously unrecorded
wildlife trails mapped along
the Highway 2 corridor

Trail camera detections of
Canada lynx in Glacier
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION This spring's annual report comes at a unique moment in history.
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted each of us in a significant

ASSETS way, and will continue to impact us in ways we may not be able to

CURRENT ASSETS anticipate. At the Glacier Conservancy, we are facing forward to
Cash and Cash Equivalents $2,879,468

Current Promises to give, net of discount $157,736 . . )
Prepaid Expense $71,207 preserve Glacier National Park for future generations.

Inventory $422,466

meet this challenge and remain focused on our mission to help

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $3,530,878 Thanks to you and your support, our financial position remains

OTHER ASSETS strong. Our responsible financial strategy means we are in an
Investments $3,045,168

Donated Artwork $0
Property and Equipment, Net $756,054 to say "yes" when the park asks for our help.

Total Other Assets $3,801,222

advantageous position to weather this challenge, and it enables us

TOTAL ASSETS $7,332,100 With your help, as detailed in this financial report, 2019 was
another record year in a number of ways. Your support helped us
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable $39,426
Accrued Expenses $72,276 projects than ever before (76), and provided a record amount in

Agency Funding Payable $183,354 grant funding to Glacier totaling $2.7 million. None of this is

Grants Payable $3,139,644
e ——— possible without you - THANK YOU!
TOTAL LIABILITIES $3,434,701

raise more money in 2019 than ever before, and our Park Stores
had their best year ever. As a result, the Conservancy funded more

NET ASSETS ’ . ,
UNRESTRICTED We'll meet this current challenge the way we've met other

Undesignated $956,680 challenges - together. Thank you for your steadfast support . . .
Board-designated $2,099,892

RESTRICTED
Temporarily Restricted $506,378
Permanently Restricted $334,449

3,897,399 (p\ M_)

Doug Mitchell
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Executive Director
REVENUES AND SUPPORT

Sales $4,372,258 WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES

Contributions $2,931,504
Investments and other income $236,495

past, present, and future.

T EVENUES, SUPPORT AND GAINS $7,540,257
EXPENSES 8% Management
COST OF GOODS SOLD $2,067,057 & and General Expense

PROGRAM EXPENSES
Funding to National Park Service $2,704,407 15% Fundraising Expense
Funding to Agencies $22,200

Supportive Services $1,209,528

MANAGEMENT AND GENERAL $419,913
FUNDRAISING $767,773

77% Program Expense

TOTAL EXPENSE $7,190,878

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $349,380
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF THE YEAR $3,548,018

NET ASSETS, OF THE YEAR 399

Our audited financial statements are prepared by Anderson ZurMuehlen & Co., P.C. Missoula, MT
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NEW GLACIER
COLORING BOOK

¥ - Av. ilable in Park Stores
glacier.org

‘Jw.

Written and Illustrated by
BECCA SNYDER

“In October 2019, | spent 5 weeks living
in Montana and working on a project for
the Glacier Conservancy with the goal of
expanding their youth retail offerings to
get kids excited about exploring Glacier. |
created a book that not only provides 48
pages to color, but also serves as a field
guide and educational tool that highlights
the need for the landscape and wildlife of
Glacier to be respected and preserved.”

— Becca Snyder
Author of Glacier National Park Educational
Coloring-Book

ﬂ\ Glacier Educational Coloring Book -$9.95



