


MAKING MAGIC IN GLACIER

My wife Julie and | were driving out of the Many Glacier Valley after a day of hiking when we
saw three hikers with heavy packs walking back down the road from the entry station. Julie
immediately said, “We need to turn around and see if they need a ride.” While the ride may
have been temporarily helpful for our guests, the conversation crystallized for me what
makes the partnership between GNPC and Glacier Park so impactful.

It's the people.

After we had crammed too much gear and too many people into our Honda HRV for the
couple of miles ride to our guests’ car, we introduced ourselves to them and the back seat
exploded with enthusiastic voices all speaking at once. You see, two of the three hikers
were working seasonal scientific research jobs in Glacier Park - jobs funded by the Glacier
Conservancy. They spoke passionately about the power of the opportunity this partnership
had given them, and the chance it gave them to be in community with co-workers and park
visitors. It was a magical moment.

And that's when what | guess | knew all along, clicked with me. The people are what make
the magic happen here in Glacier National Park. Don't get me wrong, the place itself is
magnificent, and no matter how many times | enter the park my pulse always quickens just
a little bit to know | am “home.”

But when | take a step back and look at the work your support allows us to do here at the
Glacier Conservancy, | am reminded that none of what we do is possible without the park
staff who through their tireless service keep our park open, accessible, protected, nurtured,
interpreted, and treasured. We talk about supporting scientific research, educational
programs, and keeping Glacier wild. The fact is none of that work happens without
scientists to do the science, educators to do the educating, and natural resource staff to
protect Glacier's ecosystem.

I'm proud to report that this year, our support for programs in the park is supporting the
people who make the magic happen in a very material way. Again this year, substantial
grant funds went directly to the salaries of people in green and gray, and to stipends for
interns directly supervised by park staff. Without them and their work, there would be

no projects for us to support. These are the hands on the ground restoring native fish,
creating accessible trails, and giving high fives to young people getting off buses for a
school field trip in Glacier. These are tomorrow’s leaders, inspiring themselves and others
through a professional experience that is only possible because of your generous support
and through this growing community of caring. Thank you for investing in people, in place,
and in the promise of preserving Glacier Park for future generations.

Julie’'s mom ALWAYS picked up hitchhikers in Glacier Park. Her view was you never knew
who you would meet, and what you would learn. She was right.
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Doug Mitchell
Executive Director

FOSTERING THE NEXT
GENERATION OF PARK STEWARDS

Each year, with your generous gifts, the Conservancy
supports a wide array of internships throughout the park.

These unique opportunities not only provide much needed capacity for critical projects, but also support
professional development and enrichment for students interested in conservation careers. Interns
work alongside park experts in a variety of areas including cultural resources preservation, native plant
restoration, wildlife research and monitoring, interpretive media, and information technology.

Internships play a vital role in our mission of preserving and protecting this iconic landscape, while
providing valuable educational experiences, and nurturing the next generation of park stewards. Many
interns have gone on to have rewarding careers in Glacier and beyond.

BIG SKY WATERSHED
INTERN

Sunshine Flamer
| love this position because it is
so dynamic! Every day is a bit
different. During the summer,
| am managing volunteers at
boat access sites, helping with
river clean-up events, and
supporting the Forest Service
and Glacier National Park’s
River Ranger programs.
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INTERPRETIVE
INTERN

Lindsey Old Person
During my internship, I've
learned so much and met a lot
of great people. My favorite
part was swearing in the tiny
junior rangers and | even loved
when older junior rangers
were sworn in! This has been a
really good experience and I'm
grateful for the opportunity.

BIRD CONSERVATION
INTERN

Walt Seigmund
My experience being the
conservation intern in Glacier
taught me about identifying
birds, handling birds, taking
data from birds, and bird
anatomy. It also gave me
insight to what ornithologists
do and showed me possible
careers that | am interested in.




PLEDGING TO PROTECT GLACIER

Thousands of kids, and kids at heart, celebrate their commitment

to Glacier National Park by becoming a Junior Ranger.

Aanja and Aiden from Pennsylvania wearing their junior ranger vests in St. Mary. / Jessica Atherholt

Visitors of all ages participate in this fun and
educational program, and each year rangers
distribute over 20,000 Junior Ranger Activity Books
and 15,000 badges to participants.

Those interested in becoming junior rangers can

get a free Junior Ranger Activity Book at a Visitor
Center and embark on a variety of interactive and
engaging activities. The youngest visitors share their
exploration of the park through drawing, coloring,
and identifying shapes in nature. Older kids are
encouraged to learn about habitats, use their senses
to listen and observe nature, learn about the history
of Native Americans in the park, and share their own
stories. The whole family can be included as there
are games and an activity that encourages stops at
landmarks along the Going-to-the-Sun Road.

After completing the series of activities, participants
can share their completed book with a ranger. To
get the coveted wooden badge, they take their Junior
Ranger Pledge - this is a celebratory moment for
both the new Junior Ranger and the park ranger.

Longtime Conservancy donor Seth Watson from
Washington earned his badge this summer and
shared, “For almost 15 years, Glacier National Park
has been a soul's home for me. Completing the
junior ranger program was a wonderful chance to
learn more about this incredible park.”

Aanja, 7, and Aiden, 10 from Pennsylvania, were
all smiles while getting their badges after eagerly
completing their activity book and taking their
pledge. They love participating in the junior ranger
program and proudly added their badges to their
junior ranger vests which are covered in badges
from dozens of other national parks.

The Junior Ranger Program is the most popular
youth engagement program in the National Park
Service and is an important way to connect, inspire,
and engage our future park stewards.

Thanks to donor support, the Conservancy funds
the thousands of Junior Ranger booklets and
badges distributed in Glacier each year.

Ask any seasoned Glacier hiker about the cutest
creature in the high-country and you're likely to get
the same answer: the American pika. Pikas are roughly
potato-sized and potato-shaped alpine creatures,
which are most closely related to rabbits and hares.
Pikas live mainly above treeline in fields of large
broken rock called talus. Despite their extremely
harsh, high-elevation habitat, pikas do not hibernate.
Instead, they rely on caches of grasses and flowers
collected through the summer to sate them through
the winter. To deal with extreme cold, pikas maintain a
very high metabolism and body temperature.

With your support, this summer citizen scientists and
researchers collected hundreds of samples of pika
poop across dozens of distinct pika habitats. DNA
can be extracted from the poop to answer important
questions about the future of pikas in Glacier.

Because pika habitat is discontinuous (the talus
patches they inhabit are scattered) scientists want
to understand how connected and related different
pika populations are. Identifying key corridors of

Pika collecting plants in Glacier. / Kyle Crawford

travel can help park managers to protect places that
are critical for pikas to reach new habitat or exchange
genetic material.

Genetic diversity is important to a species that is
facing a massive threat from climate change. Pikas can
experience fatal heat stroke by spending 30 minutes
in temperatures of just 78°F. A genetically diverse
population would give pikas the best chance to adapt
to changing conditions and survive, but the genetic
diversity in Glacier’s pikas is unknown.

Ultimately, scientists hope to understand whether
the current threats to pikas warrant consideration for
protection under the Endangered Species Act, and
what benchmarks would need to be met for recovery.
With donor support, it is possible for the first time to
answer some of these questions.

Did you know?
Pika poop is the size
of a peppercorn.




POWERING PROGRESS
AND SUSTAINABILITY

A Thank You to Everybody Solar

This summer Everybody Solar partnered with the
Conservancy to install a 12kW solar array at our
seasonal workforce housing in Hungry Horse. Their
generous contribution will have a long-term impact by
reducing our energy bills and helping us become more
sustainable. These cost savings allow us to continue

to offer an affordable housing solution and give more
funding to Glacier!

Every year, we employ a team of seasonal employees
to work in our retail stores and warehouse and we are
proud to offer them an affordable housing option - and
now it is sustainable! The solar array is large enough to
power the house, charge electric vehicles, and still put
renewable energy back onto the grid for a rebate.

“This partnership represents a powerful synergy of
environmental stewardship and community support,”
said Myriam Scally, Everybody Solar Executive Director.
“By bringing solar energy to the Conservancy'’s facilities
and workforce housing, we are not only taking a
significant step towards a more sustainable future but
also enabling the Conservancy to channel resources
where they matter most - towards the preservation and
protection of Glacier National Park.”

Prior support from Everybody Solar funded solar
installations at Glacier National Park’s headquarters and
the Grizzly Point comfort station. These contributions
underscore a commitment to environmental
stewardship that we share with our partners. By
harnessing solar energy, we are reducing our carbon
footprint and conserving energy resources, contributing
to a greener future in Glacier.

We extend our gratitude to Everybody Solar for their
support of our mission to preserve and protect Glacier
National Park. Their dedication to solar power aligns
with our mission and brings us closer to our goals.
Thank you!

Top: Conservancy employee housing located in Hungry Horse.

Left: Electric vehicle charging station at employee housing.
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Mo and Cathy Stein build a lasting legacy in Glacier.

Everyone has a Glacier story. Like it is for many, ours is
a story of love at first sight, and a return.

It seems like just yesterday. We both came to Glacier
National Park for the first time in the early ‘70s,
although not together. Neither of us knew then how
powerful those images would be. Those memories
lasted twenty years, until our return, this time
together, in the 1990's. An architect by profession,

Mo was invited by Kalispell Regional Hospital to help
vision an expansion to meet the growing needs of the
community. We worked during the days, and explored
on evenings and weekends.

When we returned to Glacier, it became clear we
needed a new backyard.

We purchased land on July 4, 1996, and built our
home here one year later. We immediately set about
figuring out how we could make a meaningful impact
protecting this magical place for future generations.
Both of us are privileged to have served on the Glacier
Conservancy Board of Directors from day one, where
we met lifelong friends and helped build a community
of caring that this year will support over $3 million
dollars in projects across Glacier.

Like you, we're proud to give every year. Annual donations
provide important operational and grant support that
keeps the Conservancy effective and growing. But the
Conservancy is in the forever business, and to that end,
there’s more we can do. That's why we've chosen to make
a significant legacy gift to this important work through
our estate. During our service on the Board of Directors,
we've seen first-hand the transformational power of an
estate gift. From growing endowments to providing for
capital investments, these contributions can change the
landscape for a non-profit like the Glacier Conservancy
while leaving a lasting legacy for the donor in Glacier.

Let's face it, estate planning is a challenging topic. It
makes us all feel mortal. But planned giving is a way to
flip the script and to both think about and make concrete
plans to make a lasting difference in places that mean

a lot to you and your family. We hope you'll join us and
consider becoming a part of the Conservancy's Glacier
Legacy Circle, a growing group of fellow Glacier lovers
who are making a permanent difference in preserving
this special place for future generations.
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WILDFLOWERS
HYDRO FLASK

Available in Park Stores
and shop.glacier.org
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‘& “As an artist who grew up with
4: Glacier in my backyard, | feel a deep

3} connection to the park. | am incredibly
honored to help further the mission
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of the Conservancy while sharing
my creativity. Designing a collection
of Hydro Flasks has been such a
fun project and | loved seeing this
wildflower design come to life.”

- Shannon Leahy
Merchandising Lead






