
Inside Glacier
News for Friends of Glacier

Park employees share stories of resilience while 
working in Glacier during a global pandemic.

Embracing uncertainty

Inspired by all of the great distance learning 
coming from other parks and organizations 
during the pandemic, we started producing 
Science Friday videos as a way to bring 
viewers at home along with Ranger Melissa, 
to explore, discover, and learn about science 
in Glacier. What started as an experiment 
for us turned into a very successful way to 
engage a wider audience in park science.

Distance Learning

Science Friday

Astronomy Program
Stephanie Hummel, Interpretive Park Ranger

Melissa Sladek, Science Communication Specialist

Lee Rademaker, Hudson Bay District Interpreter

Advice from the Night Sky:

Patience and trust can be very rewarding 
especially when your goals are too far 
away to immediately see. 

When opportunities are limited 
by an overwhelming force, like a 
bright moon washing out dimmer 
objects, your goals sometimes 
become clearer - shoot 
for the moon! 

Keep looking up!

Thankfully, because of the Glacier 
Conservancy and the amazing distance 
learning equipment they purchased 
for us, we were able to run distance 
learning programs for students across the 

country. In just three weeks 
of conducting distance 

learning programs, we 
reached over 750 

students across 
the United States, 
and even students 
in Canada.
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Glacier’s Commitment 
to Sustainability
As climate change continues to present more challenges to our world, the 
National Park Service is executing strategies that reduce environmental 
impacts and promote sustainable stewardship.

Increasing Recycling Awareness Going Green with Electric Vehicles

Changes in the national availability of 
recycling has caused a significant reduction 
in the effectiveness of the Glacier’s 
recycling efforts.

To boost the success of Glacier’s recycling 
program and increase recycling awareness, 
park staff are improving communication 
with visitors about the specifics of park 
recycling. The park is also committed to 
finding long-term solutions that divert 
more waste from landfills. This project 
aims to increase the rate of recycling in 
Glacier by over thirty percent, benefiting 
the environment and improving waste 
management in the park.

To reduce the carbon footprint of Glacier’s 
vehicle fleet, the park is taking action by 
reducing fleet impact and encouraging 
electric vehicle use.

Thanks to your donations, this project will 
install electric charging stations at visitor 
centers throughout the park, and purchase 
electric carts to replace gas-powered 
vehicles in three pilot public campgrounds.

Messaging at the new electric charging 
stations will also help raise awareness 
about the importance of reducing the 
carbon footprint of transportation in 
Glacier and beyond.

Glacier National Park prides itself in limiting its 
consumption of nonrenewable resources, like 
oil and coal, in favor of more renewable energy 
sources such as hydroelectric and photovoltaic 
(solar) power.

In maintaining Glacier’s commitment to 
renewable energy use, this project will provide 
much-needed updates to the park’s existing solar 
power systems at Granite Park Chalet and the 
comfort station at Grizzly Point.

Everybody Solar generously supported the 
funding for the replacement of the photovoltaic 
system at the Grizzly Point vault toilets. Located 
along the Going-to-the-Sun Road, this comfort 
station is used extensively throughout the summer.

At Granite Park Chalet, the upgrade will 
ensure that emergency radios, communications 
equipment, and maintenance equipment can all 
remain in proper working condition. The updates 
will also improve safety and allow the park to 
better serve thousands of visitors who hike to the 
chalet every day during the summer season. This 
project is made possible thanks to additional 
funding from the Flathead Electric Cooperative.

Investing in Solar Power Systems

A park ranger recycles a can at a campground. / NPS A shuttle drives on the Going-to-the-Sun Road. / NPS

Blocks of fallen ice from Sexton 
Glacier block the sun. / NPS



Glacier Park Podcast 
launching this Winter

Michael Faist and Andrew Smith, Visual Information Specialists for Glacier 
National Park, are hard at work creating the first season of this brand new 
park podcast, featuring stories that take place all over Glacier.

#Glacierlove

“The Glacier National Park Podcast is 
going to be a This American Life-style 
show, highlighting some of the wild and 
fascinating stories from Glacier’s past, 
present, and future. It features interviews 
and field audio from scientists, rangers, 
local tribal members, and all sorts of 
people who have spent time in this area. 
We’ve spent the summer recording tons of 
stories with some of the most interesting 
people who work in the park,” said Smith.

Michael Faist conducts an interview about receding glaciers. / NPS

@vidarzzz Glacier National Park is not only my favorite 
place on Earth, but I also would like to encourage fellow 
cancer warriors to take on cancer the way they take to a dirt 
trail - tackle it head on and eventually reach a breathtaking 
summit. That’s my story and this is my home.
Photo: Radd Icenoggle

Lynwood David Sumner Jr.
As a Disabled Veteran, I wanted to send you 
a heartfelt ‘thank you’ for the boardwalk at 
Trail Of The Cedars - having an easy trail 
through such a beautiful place made my trip 
so much more enjoyable! THANK YOU SO 
VERY MUCH!
Photo: Jacqueline Gainford-Sumner

@themeganelizabeth These wild places belong to all of us. 
Moms + kids included. I’m here to tell you, and anyone like 
you who is doubting where they belong or how they fit into 
the wilderness puzzle, that HELL YEAH you belong out here. 
Kids are so in touch with these wild places and they deserve 
way more credit than we give them.

Share your Glacier photos and stories on social media with #GlacierLove

Faist said, “Topics will include wildfire, 
the worldview of Kootenai and Amskapi 
Pikuni people, traditional foods, receding 
glaciers, pit toilet management, and more!” 
Highlights include searching for a rare 
plant that grows nowhere else in the Rocky 
Mountains, and finding 43 million year-old 
fossils like snails and a tooth that may have 
belonged to a hippo. The entire first season 
will be available in December 2020.



Welcoming the newest members to our board of directors
Lauren descamps

Born and raised in 
Great Falls, Montana 
and a graduate of 
the University of 
Montana, Lauren 
Descamps worked 
for many years in the 

investment industry in the San Francisco 
Bay Area before returning to Montana 
to raise her family in Missoula in 2004. 
She splits her time in the summer 
between Skidoo Bay on Flathead Lake 
and Big Sky, Montana. A community 
volunteer since moving back, her past 
Board service includes the University of 
Montana Alumni Board, the C.M. Russell 
Museum Board, and the University 
of Montana Foundation Board. She 
currently serves as the Secretary for the 
Montana World Affairs Council Board, 
President of As You Like It Club, and is 
deeply involved in numerous events and 
projects at the Davidson Honors College 
at UM. She and her husband Tim have 
two young adult boys, Nick and Ian. 
Lauren’s interests include snow skiing 
at Big Sky, hiking around Montana, and 
adventure traveling around the world.

Kate Bennet

Kate received 
her A.B. degree 
from Princeton in 
Molecular Biology. 
She is currently 
a Principal at 
IQVIA Consulting 

Services, a life sciences management 
consulting firm. Kate has over 10 years 
of consulting experience, working 
with a broad range of pharmaceutical, 
biotechnology, diagnostic, digital health, 
and philanthropic venture fund clients. 
Prior to her role in consulting, she 
worked in public health for The Council 
on Foreign Relations and in a genetics 
lab for the Washington University School 
of Medicine. She is currently based in 
San Francisco. Kate has a passion for 
biology and environmental conservation. 
This has translated into a keen interest 
in the preservation of our national parks. 
Kate was personally moved by Glacier 
National Park from an early age. Several 
trips, including her first hike to Grinnell 
Glacier and cross-country skiing across 
Lake Josephine, inspired a life-long love 
of Glacier. Kate is extremely excited to 
be part of supporting the park through 
the Conservancy.

Cheryle Cobell Zwang

Cheryle Cobell Zwang 
was born and raised 
on the Blackfeet 
Nation reservation in 
Browning, Montana. 
She attended Montana 
State University, where 

she received a Bachelor of Arts degree. 
After college, she worked for the federal 
government 15 years. Cheryle retired from 
the Bureau of Land Management in 2016, 
where she was the Deputy State Director 
for Governmental and Public Affairs in 
the Idaho state office. She also served 
as the Partnerships Director for the last 
three years of her career, working with 
private and public entities to support public 
land management priorities. Cheryle and 
her husband, Brian, recently celebrated 
their 37th wedding anniversary. They are 
blessed with two beautiful daughters and 
two grandchildren. Glacier National Park is 
called “the back bone of the world” by the 
Blackfeet people and it is their homeland. 
It is Cheryle’s hope to make a difference in 
the preservation and interpretation of the 
lands and resources there. She loves to 
quilt, read, sight-see, hike, and bike. She 
is learning to fly-fish and plans to learn to 
snowshoe this winter in Glacier.

Germaine White

Germaine White was 
born on the Flathead 
Indian Reservation and 
raised by the Mission 
Mountains Tribal 
Wilderness, and is an 
enrolled member of the 

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. 
She is the Native American Engagement 
Director for the Mansfield Center at the 
University of Montana, and formerly served 
as the Information and Education Program 
Manager for the Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai Tribes’ Natural Resources 
Department. She has experience managing 
large scale outdoor environmental education 
events, developing educational materials, 
and implementing outreach programs 
for a diverse audience. These multimedia 
interactive educational materials integrate 
the wisdom inherited from our elders and 
ancestors — our traditional ways of knowing 
and understanding (Native Science) — with 
the best available western science. Such 
exchange and dialog are crucially important 
in our region, and throughout the ancestral 
territories of Indigenous peoples. Germaine 
is passionate about the work of cultural 
bridge-building and bringing people together 
to protect the places that sustain us all. She 
looks forward to bringing her perspective 
and experience to the Glacier Conservancy.
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show
your wild

side!

Shop online at glacier.org

We’ll ship to you

100% of proceeds benefit 
Glacier National Park

This heather charcoal 
Glacier Moose Shirt 

is part of our Glacier 
wildlife series.

Glacier Moose Shirt  $27


