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A Growing Collaboration
A new greenhouse at Blackfeet Community College will support Glacier.

When we picture Glacier, we often imagine the 
impressive peaks and magnifi cent animals. However, 
when we look closer, we see that it is the plants that 
make the park thrive. The native plants in Glacier add 
color, culture, and character to our park. They paint 
our peaks, feed our favorite animals, and inspire us by 
surviving in the harshest conditions. 

The Glacier Conservancy has proudly supported 
Glacier National Park’s Native Plant Restoration 
Program for years. At the Native Plant Nursery, plants 
are propagated to be used in restoration projects 
all across the park. Now, in collaboration with the 
Blackfeet Community College a greenhouse is being 
built to bolster park fl ora. Once built, the greenhouse 
will be used to grow plants for restoration projects 
on the park’s east side, with a focus on traditionally 
signifi cant plants. 

The greenhouse will support the park’s goal of 
restoring the landscapes we all know and love; while 
also serving as a restoration of cultural practice. Brad 
Hall, president of the Blackfeet Community College 
told us about the Blackfeet tribe’s history, “A lot 
of people don’t realize that we weren’t necessarily 
nomadic. We knew where we were going and we knew 

where to go. Part of that is we had this culture of 
planting and propagating plants that we used by and 
large. Some of those skills we want to bring back, 
especially since a lot of the plants that people use 
are susceptible to climate change.”

This project lends itself to many opportunities for 
further collaboration. The park will be able to assist 
the greenhouse by sharing knowledge based on 
their own native plant propagation experience. 
While the college will be able to provide a deeper 
understanding of the traditional significance of the 
park’s native plants and will grow the plants closer to 
where they will be planted. 

There is still work to be done as the greenhouse 
gets built and the seedlings begin to grow. This 
collaborative project highlights the power of growing 
together, showing that learning from plants is essential 
not only for restoring the landscape but also for 
nurturing the cultural identity of the land.

As Hall put it, “I see this greenhouse partnership as 
something that is healing because there is a history 
that people don’t realize, and most of it is Blackfeet 
history that’s in the park.” 

Above: Wilbert Fish gives a presentation on herbal medicine 
at Days of Piikani 2024. / Paula Bremner, BFCC



This summer Glacier hosted a team from the National 
Park Service (NPS) Park Accessibility for Visitors and 
Employees Program who performed a park-wide 
assessment of the accessible services, facilities, and 
experiences available to visitors and employees. This 
team of accessibility experts helps NPS develop and 
maintain accessibility standards, promoting greater 
inclusivity for people of all abilities.

“We have been working towards improving 
accessibility in the park for many years, but funding 
has always been the biggest challenge,” says Jim 
Foster, Chief of Facilities. “Now with funding from 
the Conservancy, we are able to move the needle 
forward on this important need.” Under Foster’s 
direction, Kirby Granite, one of Glacier’s Construction 
Project Managers, requested a specialized accessibility 
assessment to better understand opportunities for 
improvements and to develop a long-term plan to 
address priority projects. Granite accompanied the 
team as they evaluated campground facilities, trails, 
interpretive exhibits, and programming.

“The park’s facilities are aged and require 
improvements to best accommodate visitors of all 
abilities and meet modern accessibility standards,” 

said Granite. The assessment provided insights 
that will help park leadership strategically invest in 
accessibility enhancements. Park staff  are eager to 
apply these recommendations, starting with an array 
of Conservancy-funded projects in 2025.

With your support, the park will hire two new 
positions to develop inclusive and engaging 
interpretive programming. Trail crews will complete 
the final year of work on the multi-year effort to 
establish a fully accessible loop around Swiftcurrent 
Lake. The park will also implement upgrades to 
facilities and pathways at Fish Creek Campground, 
improving access for thousands of visitors at 
Glacier’s second largest campground.

The Conservancy is committed to supporting projects 
and programs that promote Glacier as a leader for 
accessibility and inclusivity within the NPS. Resources 
and data from the accessibility assessment will provide 
guidance to Glacier National Park staff  as they move 
forward in making accessibility improvements.

Glacier For All
A park-wide accessibility assessment reveals new opportunities in Glacier.

“With the Conservancy’s 
assistance, we aim to make 
accessibility improvements 
to over 50 campsites and to 
amenities in campgrounds, 
amphitheaters, and picnic 

areas throughout the park.”

- Kirby Granite
Construction Project Manager

Glacier National Park

Scan to learn more about accessible 
facilities and services in Glacier.

NPS accessibility experts survey the walkway at Oberlin Bend. / GNPC 



Students from across the country can experience a 
bit of Glacier’s magic through the imaginative and 
innovative distance learning program off ered by 
Glacier’s education team. These educational and 
fun programs conducted live from the park, are 
designed to meet national teaching standards and are 
appropriate for students in grades K-12.

In the 2023-2024 school year, 93 programs were 
completed inspiring and educating more than 3,400 
students in 23 states. Five diff erent program topics are 
available during which the charismatic education team 
will have students actively engaged as they explore 
together by going on a hike, climbing over rocks, 
scanning the landscape looking for wildlife, and more 
during the one-hour program. 

Matt Daniel, Education Specialist, shared one 
meaningful program was with patients at Methodist 
Children’s Hospital in San Antonio, TX. The Patient 
Gaming and Technology Specialist reached out after 
learning about the program and the hospital was able 

DISTANCE LEARNING STATES
2023 - 2024

Scan to learn more about distance 
learning programs in Glacier.

to utilize a CCTV channel and broadcast the program 
to the patients’ rooms. These young patients learned 
about bears in Glacier and had the opportunity to “Ask 
a Ranger” a variety of questions ranging from “What 
constellations can y’all see?” to “Is Bigfoot real?”
As a donor to the Glacier Conservancy, thank you for 
helping to educate and inspire a future generation of 
park stewards.

Inspiring Students 
across the country

Above: Lead Education Technician, Lindsay Brandt, 
leads a virtual field trip via Zoom at the Apgar 
Education Center. / Casey Kreider, Daily Inter Lake

Glacier goes the distance to off er remote learning.



During the winter of 2018, storms brought the 
snowiest winter in nearly 50 years to Glacier, and 
the Granite Park backcountry cabin was destroyed 
by snow creep. The cabin, historically located just 
below the Granite Park Chalet, serves as a vital hub 
for every aspect of Glacier National Park’s operations 
in this remote area. Thanks to donor support, 
Conservancy funding is being utilized for the 
materials, transport costs, and labor to reconstruct 
the cabin in a new, safer location. 

To kick off  construction, the park has partnered 
with Columbia Falls High School with the “School to 
Park Program,” a pioneering program through which 
the Glacier National Park carpenter helps lead a 
construction class at the high school. This program has 
produced housing cabins and entrance stations for the 
park in the past while preparing students for careers in 
the National Park Service and beyond. 

This school year, the sixteen students in the class are 
starting with the timber elements that make up the 
primary structural skeleton of the cabin. They started 
the fall semester by practicing their timber layout and 

Raising the Roof

cutting tenons that will be used in the timber joinery 
on the cabin. Following these practice sessions, they 
advanced to cutting tenons on the actual posts. 

While participating, students learn lifelong skills 
and help provide critical support to the park. When 
they graduate from the program, they are awarded 
a professional tool belt and tools to utilize in their 
chosen vocation or career.

A 3D model of the Granite backcountry cabin. / NPS

High school students rebuild a backcountry cabin.

Columbia Falls high school students begin construction on 
the Granite backcountry cabin. / Columbia Falls High School



Glacier National Park’s Cultural Resources team plays a 
crucial role in preserving the park’s rich history. Every 
year, the team receives tips from park staff , the public, 
and tribal entities about previously undiscovered 
cultural sites, and prompt follow-up is essential to 
ensure their protection and preservation.

In 2023, with support from the Conservancy, the 
program expanded its staff  capacity and welcomed 
two student interns. These interns gained hands-
on experience in cultural resource management, 
wilderness management, wildland fi re planning, 
and understanding the impacts of climate change 
on these important resources. Their work focused 
on safeguarding vulnerable wilderness sites with 
prehistoric connections, such as a cave, an animal 
driveline, and an encampment within Glacier’s 
recommended wilderness areas. The team also 
investigated leads with historical ties, including early 
homesteads, fi re management sites, and locations 
dating back to the Civilian Conservation Corps era.

This year, a signifi cant discovery was made when the 
team unearthed a remarkable artifact: a fl intlock from 
a rifl e linked to the fur trade economy from the 1740s 

to the early 1900s. While the artifact is still under 
analysis, an embossed date of 1867, along with a 
manufacturer’s name, has already been identifi ed. The 
park has reached out to historical artifact specialists 
for help in understanding the fl intlock’s origins and 
history. This rare artifact provides tangible evidence of 
the Canadian-British fur trade, particularly the Hudson 
Bay Company networks, which played a central role in 
the indigenous fur trade.

Thanks to your support, the cultural resources team 
has made signifi cant strides in safeguarding the park’s 
storied past. These discoveries not only deepen our 
understanding of the region’s deep history but also 
connect present generations with the stories of those 
who came before. The preservation of these resources 
is crucial, ensuring that future visitors can explore and 
appreciate the rich cultural tapestry woven into the 
park’s wilderness.

Above: Park archeologists investigate a 
cast iron pan at Kipp’s Cabin. / NPS

appreciate the rich cultural tapestry woven into the 

Preserving Glacier’s 
Cultural Legacy

A flintlock is the firing mechanism 
used to shoot the gun. A flint that is 
held in between two jaws is located 
on the cock of the gun and strikes a 
steel frizzen to create a spark. / NPS



Meet kate 
Wilderness and Wild & Scenic River Coordinator, Kate McHugh, joined 

the Glacier team in 2023. The Conservancy caught up with Kate to learn 
more about her role and goals for Glacier’s wilderness program.

Above: Kate McHugh wears several hats at Glacier including 
managing the park’s technical search and rescue program.  / GNPC

Tell us about yourself and your journey to Glacier.
I spent the past decade working as a wilderness ranger 
in Grand Canyon, and before that I worked as an 
outdoor educator and guide across the West. I have 
a master’s degree in Wilderness Management, and 
served as a Wilderness Fellow in Joshua Tree. I moved 
to Glacier for the opportunity to apply my skills and 
knowledge in wilderness, both as a ranger and as a 
manager, in this world-class setting.

What does a typical ‘day in the life’ look like for you?
Oh, boy! No day is the same! The wilderness program 
has a robust staff  of wilderness rangers, scientists, and 
volunteers, so I spend quite a bit of time supporting 
the folks doing important work on the ground. I try 
to patrol in the wilderness or on the Flathead Wild & 
Scenic River once a week to inform my knowledge of 
the unique resources in Glacier and the challenges they 
face. I attend management meetings and serve as the 
wilderness and river specialist in park planning eff orts. 
Lastly, I work as a law enforcement ranger and support 
Glacier’s visitor and resource protection operations, 
which involves investigating cases and issuing citations 
for resource violations and managing the park’s 
technical search and rescue program. 

What are your top priorities and goals for 
Glacier’s Wilderness Program?
The first is preserving and restoring wilderness 
character. The Glacier wilderness program already 
has a strong foundation in wilderness preservation 
and monitoring thanks to support from the 
Conservancy. We must continue to focus on the 
future of wilderness preservation to anticipate 
and manage threats. Another goal is building 
a sustainable program and retaining talented 
employees. Leveraging the passions and talents 
of a diverse team is the best capacity boost for 
the preservation of the Glacier wilderness. Finally, 
fostering strong partnerships within and outside 
of the park is key to supporting the wilderness 
program and managing resources that extend 
beyond Glacier’s boundaries.

Tell us about the partnership between Glacier’s 
wilderness program and the Conservancy.
The Conservancy is a champion for wilderness and 
has strategized with park leadership to design a 
support system that extends beyond project work to 
include supporting management operations that are 
critical to grow the program.
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“As an artist I am driven by three primary 
forces: to process my experiences, to 

connect with others, and to advocate for 
change. I am a mixed race Indigenous 

woman, registered as a First Descendant 
of the Apsáalooke (Crow) Tribe. I combine 

beadwork with other two dimensional 
forms of art-making such as printmaking, 

painting, and illustration with the intention 
of challenging existing stereotypes and 

expectations viewers may hold about what 
Indigenous art should look like.”

Black Crow
T-Shirt

Available in Park Stores 
and shop.glacier.org

Black Crow T-Shirt $30

shop.glacier.org

- Stella Nall, Multimedia Artist




